
The humanitarian crisis on the EU-
Belarus border has been unfolding 
since mid-2021, mostly out of public 
sight. Increasingly anxious about the 
raising numbers of people dying on 
the forested border, the EU came to 
realize that “this is the moment now 
for a European migration 
management policy” to gain speed 
(Ursula von der Leyen). In the 
meantime, Poland, Lithuania, and 
Latvia declared a state of emergency, 
accusing Belarussian President 
Lukashenko of using migrants as 
weapons for a hybrid war aimed to 
threaten the security of the EU. In 
June 2022, Poland completed a 5.5-
metre-high steel wall on a 186-
kilometre border to deter migrants 
entering from Belarus. Yet, the wall 
has neither stopped migrants nor 
prevented unnecessary deaths, illegal 
pushbacks or violence. 

Today, the tough measures employed 
at the border continue to be seen, on 
the one hand, as flagrant violation of 
human rights, and on the other hand, 
as necessary and unavoidable. And 
while Europe can indeed step up to a 
challenge – as it’s response to 
millions of Ukrainians fleeing Russia’s 
invasion has shown – it can also, and 
at the same time, rationalize the crisis 
and accept the normalization of 
violence.
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