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An estimated 30,000 asylum
seekers have been living for up
to ten years under conditions of
prolonged uncertainty in
Australia, due to freezes and
other delays in visa processing.
In 2022 and 2023, many began
to receive the welcome news
that they were to be granted
permanent visas. Thus, at short
notice, people who had been
living under conditions of
prolonged precarity found that
abiding fears around safety and
protection could be set aside,
and they were able to access
the full range of social
protections and supports
available to other permanent
residents.

This talk addresses the
combined consequences of
long-term physical and
ontological insecurity for former
asylum seekers in Australia.
Drawing on clinical and social
work among asylum seekers, |
argue that many will experience
new forms of precarity and
ontological insecurity after the
grant of permanent visa.
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