
In conjunction with more precise 
absolute dating, biomolecular 
data (ie, aDNA, stable isotopes) 
have fundamentally changed 
the practice of archaeology, the 
questions archaeologists ask, and 
the possibilities for interpretation 
on the scale of an individual’s 
lifetime. Increasingly affordable 
and precise ancient biomolecular 
analyses are challenging traditional 
archaeological interpretations 
emergent from material culture 
studies and landscape investigation. 
In this paper, I will explore the 
tensions between genetic data 
concerning relatedness and social 
stories of kin connection, and 
suggest avenue through which 
these might be productively bridged. 
Through a careful reading of 
recent archaeological and genetic 
narratives of kin and connection, 
I will build outwards from the 
inherent tension between the fluid 
world of social kin-making and the 
biomolecular data increasingly 
used to categorise past people 
and their relationships in order to 
outline paths for future research and 
collaboration.
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