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Our species embarked on the
world’s first great maritime journey
from Sunda (greater Southeast
Asia) to Sahul (greater Australia)

at least 50,000 years ago. In the
process they settled Wallacea,

the archipelago of thousands of
islands lying between these two
continental landmasses. While

this initial settlement has been the
focus of many research efforts in
the region, the period after this also
holds many narratives that have

yet to be explored. In particular,
recent research has identified
obsidian artefacts belonging to a
single source in the archaeological
assemblages of Timor, Alor, and
Kisar islands from ca.16,000 years
ago (Reepmeyer et al. 2019). Dating
to approximately 15 ka, this obsidian
exchange network marks the onset
of the world’s earliest, multi-island
maritime network. However, until
now, the source of this obsidian has
remained a mystery with the islands
of Timor, Alor, and Kisar all ruled
out as possibilities. Here | present
the results of recent geological and
archaeological survey efforts on the
island of Wetar attempting to locate
the source of this obsidian.
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