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Around the world, archaeological
orthodoxies are crumbling, and with
them some of the just-so stories about
the emergence of human civilizations.
Painstakingly gathered evidence has
revealed “hunter-gatherers” coming
together in dense settlements and
building huge monuments from Turkey
to Florida; inhabitants of some of the
first urban settlements grew
domesticated crops but apparently
also spent a significant part of the
year following herds of wild cattle; the
earliest warrior kings lived in isolated
hamlets and their followers numbered
dozens rather than thousands.

At the same time, the practice of
archaeology itself is transforming
rapidly in attempts to create a
discipline that is more equitable, just,
and sustainable. This includes
creating spaces where research is
Indigenous-led, radically feminist, and
anti-racist. In relation to the wider
world, archaeologists have begun
laying out an argument that these new
perspectives on the past, including
who gets to speak for it, offer an
emancipatory potential exemplified in
Wengrow and Graeber’s book The
Dawn of Everything.

The grand narratives emerging from
this kind of work remains strongly
continental in outlook and evidence
base. This talk will explore what
contributions a perspective from
Australia and Oceania offers to the
emerging consensus.
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