
Around the world, archaeological 
orthodoxies are crumbling, and with 
them some of the just-so stories about 
the emergence of human civilizations. 
Painstakingly gathered evidence has 
revealed “hunter-gatherers” coming 
together in dense settlements and 
building huge monuments from Turkey 
to Florida; inhabitants of some of the 
first urban settlements grew 
domesticated crops but apparently 
also spent a significant part of the 
year following herds of wild cattle; the 
earliest warrior kings lived in isolated 
hamlets and their followers numbered 
dozens rather than thousands. 

At the same time, the practice of 
archaeology itself is transforming 
rapidly in attempts to create a 
discipline that is more equitable, just, 
and sustainable. This includes 
creating spaces where research is 
Indigenous-led, radically feminist, and 
anti-racist. In relation to the wider 
world, archaeologists have begun 
laying out an argument that these new 
perspectives on the past, including 
who gets to speak for it, offer an 
emancipatory potential exemplified in 
Wengrow and Graeber’s book The 
Dawn of Everything. 

The grand narratives emerging from 
this kind of work remains strongly 
continental in outlook and evidence 
base. This talk will explore what 
contributions a perspective from 
Australia and Oceania offers to the 
emerging consensus.

Register here

Details
Tuesday 2 August, 4:30 pm 
Baldessin Precinct Building
(BPB) Room 1.08

ANU College of Arts & Social 
Sciences

Contact
HAL Administration
E : admin.HAL@anu.edu.au

Different pasts, better futures?
An island perspective on emerging 
consensus in “alternative” archaeologies 

Dr James L. Flexner
University of Sydney. 
RSHA Visiting Fellow. 

CRICOS Provider #00120C

mailto:admin.HAL@anu.edu.au
https://app.outfit.io/previews/7bc672b0-5a62-11eb-9d58-5fa98a1542d8/exports/24581472/p/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/myevent?eid=387829878607



